
 

Comments from members and guests on the Harvest Service and Lunch, 2011 

 

Lord Cameron of Dillington, Guild president: “Congratulations to everyone involved in the 

celebrations; the service was very much up to its high quality reputation – the church appeared to 

be bulging and the music was as usual fantastic. Meanwhile, the proximity and grandeur of the 

Stationers' Hall gave us a backdrop worthy of a Princess. Her Royal Highness had a great time and 

really enjoyed her lunch and the visit generally. The food was truly excellent and the proceedings 

went off like a well-oiled machine; so well done all round. It was a real pleasure to be involved.” 

 

James Hurrell, DHL AgriFood: “The opportunity to celebrate harvest in the good company of like-

minded professionals who share a passion for agriculture and food production, in the most 

wonderful surroundings, makes this day an annual highlight and a fixture in the diary.” 

Sarah Cowlrick, CEO, Association of Independent Crop Consultants: “What a lovely event – I’ll be on 

a high for days!” 

Kate Green, News Editor, Country Life: “Great fun and a really nice occasion.” 

Stephen Watkins, Chairman, Nuffield Farming Scholarships Trust: “I very much enjoyed the day, a 

great occasion.” 
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Jim Hunnable, Business Development, Hubbard Breeders: “It was an enjoyable experience when 

there was such a mixture of agricultural talent; I met many people from all sectors of agriculture. It 

left me thinking how the Guild does much to promote awareness amongst such a diverse group of 

people who in the main had so much in common. All this as well as providing a wonderful and 

memorable day out.” 

Peter Reynolds, Editor, Shepherd Publishing: “Congratulations to you all on a stunning event with 

excellent food and wine in a wonderful setting. I know just how much hard work goes into this type 

of ‘themed’ event and the caterers came up ‘trumps’ in preparing the specially selected food.” 

Jonathan Guy, JG Animal Health: “The service was once again truly memorable and the music 

choice was excellent, on several occasions quite emotional. The luncheon was excellent and it was 

good to catch up with a number of people when so often a brief conversation on the phone is the 

only communication. The final rendition from the soloist put the icing on the cake.” 

Cedric Porter, Director, Supply Intelligence: “In an age when we increasingly communicate digitally 

and remotely, it is great to have the opportunity to meet and speak with people directly. It is 

particularly special to do that in an environment as impressive and relaxed as the Guild’s Harvest 

Lunch.” 

Paul Westaway, Sterling Sires and beef farmer: “I found the whole day incredibly enjoyable and 

useful; the church service was world class and the reception and lunch were a great opportunity to 

meet business contacts both old and new.” 

Stuart Lumb, freelance journalist: “I had a great day in the Big City and gained an interesting insight 

into how the Guild functions. The venue was most impressive – a nice bit of British tradition, with a 

Royal presence and in the shadow of St Paul's to boot!” 

Mike Gooding, Managing Director, FAI Farms: “Without exception all my guests and everyone I 

spoke with was very impressed.” 

Iain MacLean, Bluebell Vineyard Estates: “Thanks for inviting us to celebrate the Guild's Harvest 

event at St Bride's and later at the Stationers' Hall. We got lots of very complimentary feedback from 

the guests about our wine – including from Benoit Lamaison of Yara – which was very encouraging.” 

Rob Smith, Vion Food Group: “An excellent event, very well-attended and a very impressive venue 

providing a nice, relaxed atmosphere. The Princess Royal’s speech was outstanding. Nice to see 

several faces I recognised and good for networking. Comments I heard on the Harvest Service (pity I 

was unable to attend) were overwhelmingly positive. I’d recommend the event!” 

 


