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Good advice is the key, says farmer-inventor 

Farmers Weekly, January 11, 2013 

 

 

Coming up with an innovative idea invariably stems from identifying a need or 

useful improvement; and that was certainly the case with Micheal Summers, 

whose Smartprobe grain moisture meter is unique in that it can be ‘read’ from 

ground level without the expense of a wireless transmission system. 

 

But rather than just describing the features and benefits of his device, this arti-

cle explores the often tortuous process of turning an innovative idea into a 

commercial product. It explores elements of product design, development, pa-

tent protection, packaging and distribution through Mr Summers’ experience 

to give some guiding pointers for other would-be farming innovators. 
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