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The sale of county council farms once tenancies have ended is making it more difficult for new entrants to enter the industry.
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Action needed as more than
1,000 council farms sold off

»Farming ladder is
‘broken’ - TFA chief

» Some coungcils stil
committed to farming

By Ofivia Midgley

IN the last 11 years councils in
England and Wales have sold off
more than 1,000 farms, investiga-
tions by Farmers Guardian have
revealed.

Figures obtained by FG show
councils have been selling off hold-
ings over the past decade, rather
than letting them to new tenants.

There were 3,777 council-
owned farms in England
and Wales in 2000, a figure

getting
%

which declined to 2,431in 2011.
Farming leaders blasted the

move, which they said scuppered

opportunities for new entrants.

County council farms tradition-
ally provided a way into farming
for those who have not inherited
land or could not afford to buy
their own.

But against a backdrop of Gov-
ernment cuts and rising costs,
councils haveresorted to selling off
their assets in a bid to raise cash.

Experts said this ‘short sighted’
approach was breaking the farm-
ing ladder, with new farmers see-
ing the door to the industry
‘slammed in their face’.

Chief executive of the Tenant
Farmers Association George Dunn
said: “What is clear is if there were
ever a farming ladder, theladderis
now broken.

“Traditionally there were op-
portunities for farmers to get in
through the council farms.

“But making the jump from
small holdings to large holdingsis
hard and now there arenotthe in-
termediary holdings to move to.”

He said the farms were needed
to provide a viable entry point and
ongoing development for those
seeking a career in agriculture,
but demand from developers had

seen councils look for a ‘quick fix’.

“They are pluggingaholein an
unsustainable way,” said Mr Dunn.

“We need to be looking at our
farms as strategic assets and har-
vesting profitable land over time,
rather than rushing to sell off the
family silver”

Offloaded

Between 2000 and 2011, 78 per
cent of councils FG contacted had
sold farms, Norfolk offloaded the
most with 123, Lincolnshire and
North Yorkshire both sold 92 and
Shropshire sold 62.

A Norfolk County Council
spokesman said: “Different ad-
ministrations have run the coun-
cl farms estate differently but this
administration is committed to
keeping the estate asitis.”

A spokesman for North York-
shire Country Council said the
authority had a long-standing
policy of disposing of its farms
when tenancies ended and the
money was ploughed back into
council services.

There was no change in the
number of farms owned by
Bournemouth, Milton Keynes,
Peterborough and South Glouces-
tershire. And Hampshire and
Brighton actually purchased addi-
tional units. Scotland does not
have a council farm network.

A spokesman for Hampshire
County Council added: “Tt’s vital
we continue to invest in the future
of our rural economy so farming
continues to be a modern, viable
and sustainable business that sup-
ports the local economy.”
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New entrants, revenue and number of council farms in England
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What can be done to help new
entrants climb the farming ladder?
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Explanation of statistics; Using the Freedom of Information (FOI) and information published by the Chartered Institute of Public Finance forms in 2011: Warrington Cambridgeshire County
and Accountancy. Some councils amalgamated between 2000 and 2011 and certain information was not available, therefore we have been and York Council

asked to polnt out some data may not be 100 per cent accurate.
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There are three Yara Journalist Awards with each Award winner receiving

a cheque for £1,000. All awards entered by journalists will be for work
published in either REGIONAL or NATIONAL JOURNALS, NEWSPAPERS,
broadcast on NATIONAL or LOCAL TELEVISION or RADIO or published
on the INTERNET.

N.B. For web entries please see Terms of Entry itemm 4

1. Yara Arable Award - £1,000

Covering news or features concerning any aspect of arable crops or
field vegetables, including for example production, management,
marketing, machinery etc.

2. Yara Grassland Award - £1,000

Covering news or features concerning any grassland/livestock,
including for example production, utilization, management,
marketing, machinery etc.

3. Yara Environment Award - £1,000

Covering news or features concerning any agricultural subjects
related to the environment, rural issues or countryside matters.

How to Enter

1. Choose the appropriate Award and complete the entry form.

2. Submit four copies of your entry.
N.B. Maximum length 3000 words.

Closing date for all entries: Friday 31st August 2012.

The Awards will be presented at the
Guild Harvest Lunch
Thursday 11th October 2012
Stationers’ Hall, London.

Entry Form

Please read the ‘Terms of Entry’ overleaf and complete the appropriate sections of the form.

Send it with four copies of your entry to:
Rosie Carne, Marketing Manager, Yara UK Limited, Harvest House, Europarc, Grimsby. DN37 9TZ
To arrive no later than Friday 31st August 2012,
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State briefly why you are submitting this particular piece and what impact has it made?:
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To be completed by ALL ENTRANTS

I hereby declare that | am a fully paid-up member of the Guild of
Agricuttural Journalists and | agree ko abide by the decision of the \\M\

Judging Panel, which will be final , N, Pagl”
Signature: r\\e E\N?H%K

) understand that the Judging Panel(s) reserve the right to

withhold presentation of any Award if the quality of work is ? I A
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