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Just Farmers

Just Farmers is a Community
Interest Company that gives UK
farmers and growers the
confidence to tell their stories with
pride through fully-funded Media
Education workshops; while
helping journalists and
programme makers find
independent voices at the
grassroots of farming.

A unique and pioneering
communications project for
British Agriculture, Just Farmers
is bridging the divide between
the agricultural industry and
urban media, which in turn is
giving the consumer a greater
understanding of where their
food comes from, as well as the
challenges that we all face
around food security.

ELECTION 2024
MEDIA BRIEFING

You don’t need us to tell you 2024 is going to be a big year politically
with a looming 4th July General Election and more change on the cards
for food, farming, and the countryside.

As journalists ourselves, we know how much work goes into covering
elections and how challenging it can be finding people, particularly those
in rural and farming communities, willing to talk openly about their
personal views.

We believe we can help with that. While Just Farmers is strictly
apolitical, that doesn't mean our farmers have to be.

We have pulled together a weighty, and we hope handy, reference
document of farmers’ views you can keep coming back to over the
coming months. We asked farmers around the UK to share their
‘Election Dreams and Nightmares’ and most are happy to share which
party they’re planning to vote for. This document represents a very
broad range of views, with support split between all the main parties
- though it’s perhaps telling how many say their election nightmare
would be “more of the same”.

You can check the day’s news agenda against the views they’ve
expressed below - to see if anyone might have something relevant to
say. It’s searchable so you can CTRL+F for whatever topic you’re
working on - from flooding to badger culling; social care to climate
change. Nigel Farage and ‘woke agendas’ even get a mention.

Just Farmers is about helping you make great contacts on the ground. We
bring you views and experiences straight from the grassroots — no industry
messaging or political soundbites. These are real, personal insights from
individual working farmers.

We hope you’ll find it useful throughout the next few weeks of political
coverage ahead.

WWW.JUSTFARMERS.ORG



Robert Graham

Arable,
Essex

My election priorities are...

Health. Social care. Education for all. And of course, taking climate change seriously.

I do not expect agriculture to be an election battleground, but then food security might
be depending on what happens in the commodity market in the next few months.

Whilst I am an environmentalist at heart, the current headlong rush towards bumble
bees and beavers is a misguided overreaction to past mistakes.

In the unstable modern world, we need to feed ourselves first and care for our
environment as we do so.

My election dream would be...

Tax the non-doms back down to size. Re-nationalise water (especially) and other
essential utilities. Pay doctors, nurses, teachers, care workers and so forth a decent

wage.

My election nightmare would be...

More of the same incompetence and corruption. The self-centred mindset of many

modern politicians just sickens me. Enough said.

My election colours are...

I grew up in a God-fearing, Mail reading, Tory voting farming family. But we were not
wealthy, so I went to a comprehensive school where I was encouraged to think for
myself. My life experience from that point on has taken me steadily to the left of the
political spectrum.

Sadly, I am aware of my naivety, and I do not think that Keir Starmer is able to deliver
my idealistic wishes. But I hope, like Biden, that he can deliver some radical policies
beyond the manifesto promises and the grey persona portrayed in the media. The
cautious, non-committal approach for which he is criticised perhaps masks a radical
streak which will come through if he is elected. And, as with past Labour governments
from the 1940s through to the 1960s, I would expect Labour to be more concerned
with food security than the free trade fanatics of the right.


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/6c73ac2dee31a8deb3651faca54ee22a

Rees Keene

Horticulture,
Gloucestershire

My election priorities are...

e Finance and taxes - how do they propose getting us and keeping us in the black
and improving things? Tax hikes can't be the only answer.

e Planning reform - and how might they do it.

» Environment - make progress, but not at a pace that's detrimental to point one
(finance). Balance is crucial.

e Roads - need I say more?!

My election dream would be...

1.Seeing a plan to improve the economy, to get us out of high inflation and support

businesses so they can do their bit - ideally without grants but rather tax
incentives. Reduce tax on turnover and focus it on profit instead to allow
businesses to develop at the early stages or spend money in the economy to
reduce profit if doing well.

2.See a plan to help local planning authorities respond and support applicants
rather than be a drain and bottleneck. Actually tackle the planning policies
causing bottlenecks and make it simpler.

3.Keep supporting people and businesses to follow the greenest options - whether
through tax incentives or other simple to manage options.

4.Some of the local authorities are pretty useless and could do with following some
of the progress National Highways are making with regards to treating road users
as customers rather than a nuisance.

My election nightmare would be...

e Poorly thought-out financial planning and taxes designed to appeal to voters

rather than fix any issues. Last year’s fiasco with Liz Truss would be a prime
example of a nightmare!

o Throwing out the current planning system and expecting 'someone else' to fix it.

e Going crazy on the green focus, or the other way.

o Cutting funding to local authorities further and then complaining that roads and
infrastructure shouldn't be the problem of central government.

My election colours are...

Blue, but currently a little embarrassed to be. I wouldn't say it's in my veins. I'd jump

ship if I felt another party offered a better solution to my concerns. I do not envy those

in power, whoever it is has a tough job to do and will always face criticism.


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/894e044b8fa6c944bbad8a8af256c48d

Flavian Obiero

Pigs,
Hampshire

My election priorities are...

It's a tricky one as I don't feel there are any politicians out there currently that can
deliver what they keep promising. Any party that has genuine interest in improving
food security will get my vote.

My election dream would be...

Having a government that actually does what it says it'll do. Not the usual nonsense of

too much dithering and not enough doing!

My election nightmare would be...

Conservatives staying in power.

My election colours are...
Definitely not blue! Most likely not red. Yet to decide which colour yet.

L‘xbe‘faX

John Pawsey

Arable (Organic),
Suffolk

My election priorities are...

Aligned to a government that has a firm grasp in dealing with a fragile economy but
also a government that delivers on positive climate and nature recovery targets.

My election dream would be...

Making real progress towards net zero and a better State of Nature report.*

My election nightmare would be...

A government who wouldn't commit to the above.

My election colours are...

I was blue but have just joined the Green Party. I will probably vote yellow (as long as
I think they have a good handle on the economy).

(*Editor’s Note: the latest State of Nature report, released in 2023, showed the UK’s wildlife is continuing to decline).


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/763da5f250c4a85bd0d51141d27dd9c7
https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/6a662c8d4641a90c21b4f01f63e705c5
https://stateofnature.org.uk/

Ruth Grice

Dairy, Leicestershire

My election priorities are...

Electing a party I feel I can trust, more than others that is. I will vote for a party that
will unite people. My biggest concern is that politics is becoming more extreme, more
right wing, and more polarising. For every campaign out there to spread more
kindness in the world, it feels like there's another that's based on fear and hate.

On a farming front, electing a party that gets rural issues. I really feel for Welsh
farmers at the moment — it appears from the sidelines that they have everything
against them, policy wise. I don't think we'd stay in business for long if we were
operating under similar circumstances.

My election dream would be...

Rural policy that's based on scientific evidence. For example, if the badger cull works in
particular areas and under particular circumstances, it needs to stay for as long as

needed.

A manifesto pledge to ensure that policy development meetings bring different voices
together. With more farmer voices involved, and farmers actually getting paid for their
time and travel. We can't afford to have rural policies that appear to favour
environmental conservation over food production, or the other way around.

My election nightmare would be...

Nigel Farage.

My election colours are...

I honestly don't know. I think I've voted for four colours since turning 18 — even if some
decisions were made in local elections. On the face of it, I would have thought that the
Conservatives would favour rural policies. But it hasn't always felt that way in recent
years. I'm undecided and will probably remain so until nearer the election when
manifestos are officially released.


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/5fee510a321df7cba6f95dbe2dd66ddc
https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/5fee510a321df7cba6f95dbe2dd66ddc

Ben Cooper

Arable & Beef,
Wiltshire

My election priorities are...

Farming and countryside policy specifically relating to helping family farms thrive
(lacking in any government thinking at present), taxation and effective use of it,
planning and any strategic plans to improve local councils/reduce bureaucracy.
Education policy aimed at helping schools provide more courses that allow students to
be better in touch with farming, NHS funding and use of funds to help those most in
need (probably the hardest job of any government department), BUT ultimately if the
local candidate actually deserves to be voted for. If they show their campaign is more
about the people they wish to serve than it is about them.

My election dream would be...

A clear commitment to UK farming that provides a landscape where farmers aren't

halting investment and change in their businesses out of fear for what's next. I want
the next government to put UK produced food and countryside protection at the heart
of its plans rather than a small subsection. A government that people feel confidence
in.

My election nightmare would be...

A continuation of government of any colour badge that seem out of touch with people's
problems and concerns.

My election colours are...

I have no political party allegiance. However, I would normally vote Conservative over

Labour and have voted Lib Dem before. I try to vote on the candidate's merits and how
they come across rather than the party if I can. I would prefer a local MP that has a
focus on food and farming and seems to be more in touch and spends time
understanding their constituents. I try to weigh up the party policy and the actual
candidate. But if a party’s policies are, in my opinion, damaging to farming or more
specifically being able to run a profitable rural business, or I feel they simply do not
understand how hard farmers are working to make a living, then I just could not vote
for them regardless of the merits of the candidate. I have had this situation happen
before where I wanted to vote for the candidate (they were by far the best one, when
you took time to listen to them and understand why they wanted to be elected and
what they hoped to do) but could not, due to the policies of the party she was a
member of.


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/a4ad0811d6f39f55144fe30989460f8f

Peter Gantlett

Dairy (Organic),
Wiltshire

My election priorities are...

The environment, climate change and net zero. We expect to flood about once every
seven to eight years. In October we were flooded three times in three weeks, and
higher than we have ever seen before. It also went into the grain store. I had to move
all the grain and dry some of it, and we ended up losing about a ton. We have put in
place flood defences, but I wonder how deep it will be next time.

My election dream would be...

The next Prime Minister appoints someone as Secretary of State for the Environment,

who wants the job, is serious and competent, and stays in place for the length of the

parliament.

My election nightmare would be...

The next Prime Minister appoints someone who doesn't want the job and is
incompetent. That is not to say an urban-based party like Labour couldn't or wouldn't
take the job seriously, or that a rural-based party like the Conservatives have been
serious and competent. That's too simplistic.

But we seem certain to get a Labour Government, I hope they don’t undo the good that
has been done at Defra; SFI* is working, public money for public good, and without
the draconian rules but with flexibility.

My election colours are...

[ am a member of the Conservative Party.

My current MP has the sixth safest seat, which may not be safe this time, but boundary
changes mean he won’t be my MP next time. I was involved in choosing the
Conservative candidate for the new constituency and I have offered the successful
candidate advice on farming issues, as he doesn't have that background.

For some journalists, politics is a soap opera, and they are delighted when elections
come around. I believe it should be about policy, not personality.

(Editor’s Note: The Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI) gives farmers a choice of actions that reward and support sustainable food
production while protecting and enhancing nature.


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/b43cc2bf721b03c87bce03ff904b0bd1

Ronja Schlumberger

Horticulture & Seeds (Organic)
Devon

A

o Environment - biodiversity, green energy solutions, support agroecological farming.

My election priorities are...

Economy - promoting sustainable business, fair trade and just working conditions.

Taxes and tight regulations on harmful environmental activities.

Social justice - equal rights and democratic participation in decision-making.
e Peace and human rights.

My election dream would be...

A greener economy, greener transportation, greener farming by supporting sustainable
practices in all businesses and industries; follow through the climate goals and
commitments to reach net zero; making it cheaper and more efficient to use public
transport and promoting organic produce by making it more attractive for farmers to
convert to organic farming practices. Encouraging the uptake of ecologically produced
foods in public canteens (schools, hospitals etc) and facilitating research in organic
practices.

Social justice - affordable housing; policies to uphold and protect the rights of migrant
workers in the UK. This could lead as a global example of welcoming and rewarding
migrant labour and the important role it plays in our food system. Employment
policies, covering both the formal and informal sectors and conditions at work to make
it easier for parents to balance jobs with family life.

Finance and business - taxes on high income and capital gains; long-term investments
in research and development of more sustainable machinery and equipment,
infrastructure, human capital, and healthcare. Support entrepreneurship, creativity and
innovation, and encourage micro, small and medium-sized enterprises.

My top five demands for a new government regarding farming:

1.Double the Agriculture Budget for all four UK nations

2. Introduce a Capital Grants Scheme for horticulture start-ups

3.A National Living Wage for farmers funded by higher tax rates on the corporate
windfall profits of supermarkets and large food manufacturers.

4.Introduce a 'Green Economy Apprenticeship Scheme' which includes agroecological
farming and food production

5.Commit to procuring 50% of public food from local (UK) producers

My election nightmare would be... My election colours are...

More of the same. Green and red.


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/12cb6daabf91d553c0bd640df4a295d2
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Stephen Ware

Poultry & Horticulture,
Herefordshire

My election priorities are...

The environment, food security and food quality leading to preventative health strategies.

My election dream would be...

A government that doesn't just select vote winning strategies and prioritises the above
to create a country where the population has to take more responsibility for
themselves.

My election nightmare would be...

Introducing the Right to Roam. Ignoring the farming industry and wasting more money on
the NHS and woke agendas.

My election colours are...

I will be a chameleon, selecting whatever colour is required to vote out our incumbent
Conservative MP.

Josh Heyneke

Agroegological (Mixed)
Carmarthenshire,
West Wales

My election priorities are...

Close the tax loophole for multinational companies in the UK. Invest in British
industry. Invest in Clean Energy. Invest in regenerative agriculture. Invest in the NHS.

My election dream would be...

The development of a tax system that works properly - allowing the government to

invest more in public services like education, clean energy, agriculture, and health
care.

My election nightmare would be...

More of the same.

My election colours are...

Green and red.


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/9e1d636484cb9d1728de3c86b05e9fce
https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/07b5bb8feee650e66740e1ece9b3dbfd
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Robert I.asseter

Pigs & Arable,
Dorset

My election priorities are...

Farming is in a bad place. There is no longer room for the small independent family
farm that we are, relying on a commodity supply chain. 80% of the UK's sow herd is
now owned by just 32 businesses. There are now only 9,000 dairy farms left. Earlier in
my career there were nearly three times as many.*
We UK farmers cannot compete on a global basis, so we need a Prime Minister,
Secretary of State and Government that:
1.Understands the wellbeing of our rural environment depends on an implementing
a social policy that maintains people living in the countryside. The market doesn't
deliver this. Nothing happens without people. People who are here legally or as
legitimate refugees.
2.Prioritises measures to combat climate change, particularly schemes to develop
green energy, green transport, and green food systems, ensuring security of supply
of each.
3.Leads a change in education, particularly in further education which is woefully
under resourced compared to universities and schools by understanding the

importance of skills training.

4.Implements environmental schemes that are long term, not short five year
stretches. The latter are such a waste of public money. Not for the first time we
here are currently taking out all the areas we put into Countryside Stewardship
five years ago in order to start a new scheme. The current system is bonkers.

My election dream would be...

A Government that operates within the seven Nolan Principles of public service
(selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty and leadership).
This will help regain respect for our nation overseas and help provide hope for our

population at home. Hope germinates confidence, confidence is the cornerstone of
business. The current government are making efforts in these areas, repairing some of
the damage done by the two previous appalling Prime Ministers.

My election nightmare would be...

A government that does none of the above. We've had one for too long!



https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/b2661aec4279d02dad28734c09ee8ffc
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life
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Robert Lasseter continued...

My election colours are...

Until recent elections they would have been blue, but my favourite colour is green. If I

had to vote today it would be a pretty rainbow. I suppose that makes me a swing voter.
I shall read the manifestos - something I have never done before - and make a decision.
Separately I wrote to our MP some time ago to say I would never vote Tory whilst Boris
Johnson was an MP. At least the Tories have got over that hurdle. Historically
agriculture always does better under Labour governments, despite farming traditionally
being a Conservative stronghold so a silver lining is possible.

(Editor’s Note: An AHDB survey in October 2023 estimates there are 7,500 dairy producers in Great Britain. This is down 4.5% on the
previous year.)

Alan Steven B

Horticulture,
Fife

My election priorities are...

I voted for Scottish Independence and Brexit and neither have happened. I would just
like them to get on with the job in hand. Brexit promised money for health services,
which didn't happen.

My election dream would be...

Good leadership. Everyone is so short-sighted these days. Politicians are only worried

about keeping their seat and just treat it as a job.

My election nightmare would be...

A coalition government with the Greens involved.

My election colours are...

We are Liberal Democrat locally, both the MP and MSP. They have both been in touch
about issues in farming and did help in getting fibre broadband to our business.

However, they are on tight majorities with the SNP close behind.

The SNP has turned into a one-trick pony and is getting tail-pulled by the Greens. We
don't have leadership in agriculture at moment and don't even have a budget. The
whole job is being led by a cheap food agenda to keep the cost of living down.*

(*EDITOR’S NOTE: The Agriculture and Rural Communities (Scotland) Bill was introduced to the Scottish Parliament on 28 September
2023. From 2025, support payments to Scottish farmers will change, aimed at lowering emissions, restoring nature and increasing food
production efficiency).


https://ahdb.org.uk/dairy/GB-producer-numbers
https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/be830877a3027875a032857c84594268
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Sophie Gregory

Dairy (Organcic),
Somerset

My election priorities are...

Putting food and farming on the National Curriculum and an organic agenda through the
food chain and in support payments. I want the Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI)* to do
what is says it’s going to do.

My election dream would be...

Delivering the above.

My election nightmare would be...

More cheap food agendas. More unsustainable trade deals.

My election colours are...

I actually don't mind the colour - I just want food, farming, and the environment to be

understood and prioritised.

(*EDITOR’S NOTE: SFI is the first tier of the new Environmental Land Management Scheme — ELMS — in England. It will replace the
European Union’s system of direct subsidies known as the Basic Payment Scheme or BPS).

yiberal
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Tim Dobson

Goats,
Cheshire

My election priorities are...

Getting back my European citizenship. Lowering the cost of borrowing, which for self-
employed people and businesses is exorbitant.

My election dream would be...

Stability. Welcoming immigrants and allowing them to work and contribute to society.

My election nightmare would be...

Sending refugees to Rwanda.

My election colours are...

Labour or Liberal Democrat. I live in a strong Tory constituency and will vote Labour to try
to get rid of the Tory MP.



https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/b74bf916940182169c9417e29055717c
https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/aaf8ead65b6bc6f425d86813fe1e68c5
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Samantha Kenyon

Sheep & Goats,
North Wales

My election priorities are...

Health. Social care. Education for all. And of course, taking climate change seriously.
As a farmer in North Wales, I'm at the mercy of flooding and storms now and for the
next five months. With this in mind my election priorities are the environment, nature
and climate change. Without getting on and stabilising our climate or becoming more
resilient and better prepared in the face of climate change, I don't see how we can
concentrate on improving other issues in society (health, education, finances,
wellbeing) for the long term (and for generations to come).

My election dream would be...

A prime minister and government who completely gets the urgency and importance of
addressing environment and climate change, while also recognising that keeping rural
communities and people on the ground is paramount to delivering nature-based
solutions in the face of extreme weather and severe biodiversity loss. Also, if they could
be in tune with improving our education system (I'm married to a teacher) and helping
to relieve some of the strain on the NHS, that would be pretty awesome too. And a
government that isn't into deporting genuine refugees who really need a supportive
new start would be ace. I'm aware all this would come at a cost, increased taxes dare I
say, but if we could trust that the money was used to improve our society’s level of
health and wellbeing and opportunities for all, I would see it as an investment.

My election nightmare would be...

More of the same (of what we have now and have had since the last election in 2019)

Oor worse.

My election colours are...

I haven't stuck to one party since I started voting at 18. Rightly or wrongly, I put my

votes with the policies I agree with rather than sticking to one party or voting
tactically.


https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/0422685a99e9aa739edd68a2276963c7
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Charles Goadby

Dairy,
Warwickshire

My election priorities are...

Food security and health. We had a National Food Strategy by Henry Dimbleby which,
although it was hard to read at times as a farmer, was well put together and hard to
argue against. It focused on the obesity and poor health epidemic that processed and
ultra-processed foods are pushing us into. Spending on preventable illness is becoming a
greater burden on NHS budgets and bed space. Investment in food production and
healthy diets is also an investment in our future and in the NHS.

Fair trade. Consumers have said they want our high food standards. Supermarkets are
demanding our high food standards. Between us we need to find a way that maintains
them in a sustainable way for producers. We have seen supply issues with pork, eggs,
milk, salads and veg, all down to supermarkets squeezing farmers too hard and beyond
the brink.

Carbon markets need to be regulated. At the minute it is the ‘Wild West’ out there and I
fear that carbon trading will be the next big misselling scandal. We are being asked to
trade something or facilitate the trading by giving up productive land to offset, that we
do not understand and have no way to measure. Carbon trading is nothing more than a
procrastination tool allowing large companies to buy their way out of trouble for a few
years while they continue with their same carbon emitting processes.

I want to see Bovine TB under control. Let’s put farming and the huge financial and
mental health effect that's having on the industry to one side for a moment. Who's
protecting the badgers? Deer? The wider wildlife population from this disease? Failing
to control Bovine TB is allowing the virus pool to grow and spread across the country.
Wildlife such as badgers are spreading the disease and facing a slow and debilitating
death. I want to see Bovine TB under control for the long-term protection of badgers and
wildlife.

My election dream would be...

Honesty and integrity. I'd like to see a strong government committed to putting policy
in place that reaches far beyond the five-year parliamentary term. Farming requires
plans and investment that go beyond five years, as does the environment. I would like
to see a Secretary of State who has good understanding of farming, food production
and the environment and who understands the nuances of production methods across
different landscapes of the UK. Jumping and redesigning policies every few years does
nothing for food production or the environment. Neither does jumping to extremes of
policy - from all out intensive production at the cost of the environment, to all out
environmental policy at the cost of food security.

b T
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https://www.justfarmers.org/farmers/55bcdf76d6c5165c0b1cf9f1841d58fc
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Charles Goadby continued...
My election nightmare would be...

More of the same. The worst case would be a hung parliament or no clear majority

which would lead to headline grabbing and vote winning policies that do not tackle the
real issues. Whatever direction we head in, we need certainty and stability.

My election colours are...

Historically I have voted Conservative. This coming election...I have no idea. I'm
looking forward to finding out who my local candidates are and having them on farm
to discuss their views and policies. I have always voted and strongly believe that
everyone should. At the minute, on what I've heard to date, I would be more inclined
to spoil my paper. Nobody has won my support yet and I would want them to know
just that.

End

Enabling farmers to use their voice for positive change in UK farming,

We give farmers and growers the confidence to tell their stories with pride through fully-funded
Media Education workshops; while helping journalists and programme makers find independent
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