MACHINERY

GRASS PICK-UP
® New 4.5m Pickup 4500 (joins
3000 and 3800)
® Independent hydraulic drive for pick-
up and auger (automatic with Cemos)
® Pto shafts and gearboxes
replace chains
® Five-row reel with oil-lubricated
cam tracks
® Quick-release plastic strippers
® Active Contour and swingarm-
mounted pick-up for ground following
George’s verdict “The older
generation header on our
980 was a bit of a limiting
factor, with chain drives,
slip clutches, and poorly
matched speeds when
chopping short. We
are running the new
generation Pickup 3000
this year, and its hydraulically
driven gearboxes have
infinitely variable speed,
which I've set on auto
to match everything to
forward speed.

“| like the new quick-
release plastic strippers
as well. The old steel ones

were fiddly to replace, as |

had to get the bolt holes lined
up and bend them into place.

Now, it takes a screwdriver to pop the

stripper off, change the tine and refit it.”

DIGITAL TOOLS

® New Nutrimeter measures dry
matter, starch, protein and sugar

® Data feeds into Claas Connect for
analysis and sharing

® Auto chop-length adjustment and
yield mapping

George’s verdict “We had a dry
matter sensor on the 980 but this
new Nutrimeter gives us and our
customers far more information.

“Daniel and | are both on the
Claas Connect app and can share
live data with the farms we’re
working on. They can then decide
how that’s used or what to do with
poorer quality forage should it need
separating from the best in the
clamp. It’s straightforward as there
is no calibration - all | need to do is
select the crop type, and clean the
sensor occasionally.

“The only thing I’'m not a fan of
tech-wise is the GPS screen, which
is far more complicated to navigate
than competitor systems. We run RTK
on the forager and, as a contractor
visiting different farms daily, easier
use would help.”
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MAIZE HEADER

® Orbis 9000 (9m, 12-row) and 10500
(10.5m, 14-row)

® Independent adjustment of moving
parts (automatic with Cemos)

® Auto Contour standard, 10500 adds
stabiliser wheels

® 10500 folds to 3.3m for transport
George’s verdict “Shortening the
maize chop for AD plants means
slowing the header right down. A big
advantage over the old header is that
| no longer need to get out the cab

to change speed on the gearbox, as
it’s all done via the touchscreen and
independent hydraulic drives.

“I’ve also got a ‘resume’ button,
which | use in maize to save time at
new fields. Before, I'd have to hold a
button to unfold and set up the header
and chute, but selecting ‘resume’ now
returns it to my preferred settings. This
gives me time to do other tasks, such
as setting GPS A-B lines or readying
the system to map a field.

“In work, the new header follows
the ground better than the old Orbis.

A Attachment
»4 uick couplers

Previously, on ridges, the header
fought to stay level as there was no
middle sensor. That’s now fixed. There
are also two land wheels either side,
which hydraulically adjust themselves
to keep the whole table stable. | don’t
have to worry about breaking them if

| suddenly need to go in reverse either,
as the machine automatically lifts
them out the way.”

OPERATOR COMFORT

® Quieter cab, optional swivelling
leather seat with heating/ventilation

® Joystick steering option with
programmable buttons

® Improved ergonomics (foot pegs,
higher cab and better visibility)

® More storage space

George’s verdict “I'd be upset if we had
a forager without joystick control now.
As soon as | get in the field, the steering
wheel is up out of the way. The joystick

has got six sensitivity settings and, when

| first started using it, | had it on the
least sensitive (1), which requires a lot of
input to steer sharply.

“Now I've got used to it, it’s on setting

5 and | barely need to move it at all. And
| can sit back with my feet on the new
foot pegs, rather than being hunched
over the steering wheel. This gives a
more comfortable driving position and
better view, which comes into its own
with the wider maize header.

“The new swivel seat moves a long
way and is useful in grass, as | tend to
keep the spout on the right side. | don’t
have to turn my head much to see the
back of the trailer, and the cab is also a
bit higher, so it all improves visibility to
the spout. There’s also more space for all
the things | need, so | haven’t got stuff
stacked up on the passenger seat, which
makes it a much nicer place to be.”



By James Andrews

Kemper has tweaked the design of its 400Pro
maize headers, adding an optional integrated
transport wheel that promises a smoother ride
on the road. This is mounted on a hydraulic
arm in the centre and deploys as the table

folds from work to transport mode — a process
that takes just 30sec.

Thanks to castor mounting, it can turn
freely with the machine to improve manoeu-

QL 2500kg  [_] 59m

vrability and reduce tyre wear. Plus, there’s
built-in suspension with sufficient articulation
for it to glide over undulating road surfaces.
Other features of note include integrated
hydraulically driven side knives for easing pro-
gress in tangled crops and visibility enhancing
LED lights.

Largest of the line-up is the pictured 490Pro,
which packs six drums across its 9m working
width, and thanks to a neat double-folding

iy 54.6 kw

NOTICE: ALWAYS FOLLOW WARNINGS AND INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED BY THE MANUFACTURER. MORE INFORMATION AT BOBCAT.COM

SEE ALL THE LATEST KIT
AT AGRITECHNICA

Kemper’s latest maize headers

- along with a horde of other
agricultural equipment - will be
appearing at the Agritechnica
show in Hanover, Germany, on 9-15
November 2025.

Tickets for the opening day are
priced at €63 (£55), rising to €149
(£130) on both Monday 10 and
Tuesday 11 November. Those happy
to attend between Wednesday
12 November and Saturday 15
November will get the cheapest
entry, with tickets reduced to
€29 (£25) a day.

mechanism, it tucks to just 3m for on-road
sorties. Four-drum, 7.5m 475Pro and 6m
460Pro models are also available, as well as a
more compact 4.55m 445.

As Kemper is owned by John Deere, headers
to suit the brand’s new F8 and F9 forager har-
vesters are delivered in matching green-and-
yellow paintwork. However, those destined to
appear on the front of rival brands leave the
factory in regular Kemper-red livery. W
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